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SUB J : FORMER UPP PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATE ARRESTED 

1 . ALFRED CHAMBESHI. ONE OF THE FORMER UNITED PROGRESSIVE 
PARTY LEADERS WHO REJOINED THE UNITED NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE 
PARTY (UNIP) LAST SEPTEMBER ALONG WITH SIMON KAPWEPWE, SAS 
ARRESTED WITH 17 OTHER PERSONS MORNING OF DECEMBER 22 FOR 
HOLDING AN ILLEGAL MEETING. ACCORDING TO A COPPERBELT 
POLICE SPOKESMAN, CHAMBESHI AND THE OTHERS WERE PICKED UP 
FOLLOWING A TIP THAT THEY WERE HOLDING A MEETING WITHOUT 
THE REQUIRED POLICE PERMIT. CHAMBESHI WAS RELEASED ON BAIL 
SHORTLY AFTER HIS ARREST AND IS SCHEDULED TO APPEAR IN COURT 
DECEMBER 30. 

2. IN A DECEMBER 15 PRIMARY ELECTION TO SELECT CANDIDATES 

TO CONTEST THE ROAN PARLIAMENTARY SEAT RESIGNED BY ARTHUR 
PIERS, CHAMBESHI RAN THIRD IN A FIELD OF FIVE BEHIND TWO 
UNIP STALWARTS, AND IS THUS ELIGIBLE TO STAND IN THE 
JANUARY 26 BY-ELECTION. PRIOR TO THE BY-ELECTION, HOWEVER, 

THE UNIP CENTRAL COMMITTEE MUST REVIEW CANDIDATES TO DETER- 
MINE IF ANY OF THEM SHOULD BE BARRIED ON A VARIETY OF 
GROUNDS SPECIFIED IN PARTY ELECTION PROCEDURES. 
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3. COMMENT: COPPERBELT PARTY OFFICIALS HAD SOUNDED 
WARNINGS AGAINST WHAT THEY REFER TO AS "DARK CORNER 
MEETINGS" DURING ELECTION CAMPAIGNS. CHAMBESHI'S 
RELATIVELY POOR SHOWING IN THE PRIMARY, FOLLOWED BY THIS 
INCIDENT, DOES NOT BODE WELL FOR HIS (AND BY EXTENSION, 

THE UPP) ATTEMPT AT A POLITICAL COMEBACK. THE FACT THAT 
THE POLICE RECEIVED A TIP-OFF ON THE UNPUBLICIZED 
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MEETING ALSO INDICATES THAT THE CURRENT ESTABLISHMENT IN 
THE CONSTITUENCY WILL DO WHAT IT CAN TO THWART ANY SUCH 
COMEBACK. WHILE THE ACTION AGAINST CHAMBESHI MAY OR 
MAY NOT BE A CASE OF POLITICAL HARRASSMENT, THE MEETING IN 
ANY EVENT APPARENTLY WAS NOT HELD IN ACCORDANCE WITH LEGAL 
PROCEDURES. LOW 
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